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coterminous with its geographical boundaries,
Sennacherib mentions a king of Melukhkha, but
he could hardly have reigned over a countiy so
extensive as that which the word covers in the
Assyrian inscriptions. Esarhaddon began his raid,
for it was little else, from Palestine. The deserts
were a sore trial to his troops, unused to any such
campaigning, and would have been destruction to
them but for the help given by the people of the
little kingdom of Aribi. Esarhaddon penetrated
iuto the land as far probably as Mount Shamar.
The king of Melukhkha was taken captive, a mat-
ter of moment only iu this, that he might have
become an ally of Egypt. The entire campaign
was only undertaken to set the people in dread of
Assyria and so make them careful to give no aid
or comfort to Assyria's enemies.

In this same connection it is interesting to ob-
serve Esarhaddon's treatment of the small land
of Aribi, the part of northern Arabia which
comes up between Palestine and the Euphrates
valley. The Assyrian kings had already had
dealings with two queens of this country. Tig-
lathpileser, Sargon, and Sennacherib had also rav-
aged in Aribi, and the land had been brought in
a considerable measure under the influence of As-
syria, Hazael, a king of Aribi, had suffered much
from Sennacherib, and had been especially be-
reaved in the loss of his gods, which had been car-
ried away. Emboldened, perhaps, by the knowl-
edge that Esarhaddon had reversed his father's